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Energy Security in the
Eastern Mediterranean

Energy Security in the Eastern Mediterranean, authored by Floros Flouros, consists of four chapters and was
published in 2022 by Palgrave Macmillan. In this book, the author has tried to show the importance of
energy in shaping relationships around the world, taking into consideration the rising demand for energy

supplies.

In Chapter 1:

The author stated that energy is a key component of countries’development and power worldwide. Despite
energy advantages, countries should take into consideration that energy will be scarce in the future. As
a result, they should work on alternatives from now on to generate electricity. From different methods
to approach the case, Floros decided to use the approach of international political economy to connect

energy, society, technology, and politics.

This approach mainly aims at understanding how politics shapes the economy and how the economy
shapes politics. Floros has also explained the connection between the international political economy and
economic theory and how that contributed to better understanding and explaining the economic issues
at the international level. Realism has also contributed to the importance of natural resources as countries
seek to maximize their benefits by seizing sources of energy. This is an indicator that countries can go to war

once they recognize their interests are under threat.




In Chapter 2:

The author analyzed the international landscape of energy. In the beginning, he
stated that changes in the international system of power have impacted the
landscape of energy, especially after the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. Floros has
also mentioned that the biggest increases in oil consumption within a decade came
from the developing world. In 2018, China imported 70% of its needs in oil and
around 40% of its consumption in natural gas, while India imported 80% of its needs
in oil and around 50% of its consumption in natural gas. In this chapter, the author
has also talked about the main actors in this field of global energy. Those actors are
the KSA, Qatar, Kuwait, Iraqg, the UAE, Russia, the United States, and Norway. The
author has also stated that the high usage of oil and its derivatives has contributed
to climate change that has resulted in more deserting of lands, which has created
a food crisis. It is obvious in this chapter that the author has not paid enough
attention to Iran and Venezuela, despite their being known to have huge reserves
of oil and gas (Venezuela is number one in the world in terms of oil reserves, while

Iran is among the top 5).

Iran and Venezuela are playing a huge correlational role in their capacities due to
Western sanctions; however, it is worth noting that they can contribute to easing

the energy crisis in the world.

In Chapter 3:
The author talked about Europe and its energy needs. Europe as a continent is not
rich in oil and gas, and it is importing its needs from the Gulf and Russia. The author

stated that the crisis began in 2022 when Russia invaded Ukraine as European

countries imposed sanctions on Russia, attempting to force it to withdraw forces

from Ukraine.
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Additionally, it was not logical for Europe to impose sanctions on Russia while buying oil from it, as this
provided Russia with billions of dollars that have been used to support its military actions in Ukraine.
The author has also given analytical details of the gas exporters to Europe. For instance, in 2020, the main
exporter of NG to the EU was Russia (39.3%), followed by Norway (19.2%), similar to previous years. Other
exporting countries to the EU27 are Algeria (12.3%), the UK (6.7%), and the US (6.7%).

Since Europeis one of the main consumers of oil and gas in the world and since the North Sea is an insufficient
provider of gas and oil, Europe has started looking for new green sources. Of course, Europe is rich in coal.
However, the EU is attempting not to depend on it as a main source of energy due to its negative impacts
on the environment. Drawing on this, the EU has increased its investments in gas as a sustainable source of
energy on the continent. In this chapter, the author has ignored the role of nuclear energy. It is known that

Europe is looking for new sources of clean energy. However, Europe must not stop depending on or close

its nuclear plants until it secures new sources of energy.
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Other alternatives that the user has ignored include generating electricity from the sun. Since Europe is
known for being cold, it is more than suggested that Europe invest money to build plants in Africa, Sub-

Saharan Africa, or the oceans.

In Chapter 4:

The author has analyzed the state of energy in the Eastern Mediterranean. By 2020, the GDP of countries
residing in the Eastern Mediterranean was approximately 1.8 trillion dollars, which is about 10% of their
respective GDP in Europe. The economy of the Eastern Mediterranean region is foreseen to grow further,
while at the same time the population of the region is expected to grow by an additional 68 million people

by 2030 and an additional 80 million during the subsequent period up to 2050.

Based on current levels of consumption, regional energy (oil and natural gas) reserves are not enough to
last for more than a few decades. However, the latest discoveries of large hydrocarbon resources in natural

gas (NG) in the offshore Levant Basin and Zohr resin are affecting the supply-side forecasts for the region.

These discoveries have the potential to provide the necessary energy supply to meet the growing regional
demand and possibly even spur exports. Some scholars believe that the gas discoveries in the Eastern
Mediterranean can cause political disruptions and tensions between countries rather than enhance their
relationships. The author has also provided detailed information about energy production in countries
residing in the Eastern Mediterranean. For instance, the average daily petroleum production in the country
had reached around 7.1 billion cubic feet (bcf) per day by the end of 2018, which is 75% more than five
years earlier. Based on the Cairo Declaration that was signed between Egypt, Cyprus, and Greece, Turkey
was supposed to terminate all exploration missions in areas designated to be in the lands of Cyprus. For
Greece, there are three different geographical zones where geophysical hydrocarbon exploration takes
place and where the prospects for exploration of NG deposits are either confirmed or high: (a) marine plots
in the lonian Sea; (b) marine plots in the Aegean Sea and (c) marine plots south of the island of Crete. The
country has also been trying in the past few years to delineate its maritime borders with neighbors like

Egypt, Cyprus, Turkey, Albania, and Italy.
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Previous studies and estimates by Greek and international analysts have shown that the potential value of
Greece’s natural gas reserves could create a turnover in excess of 250 billion dollars, supporting the process
of replacing coal with natural gas in the wider region and accelerating the transition to a more sustainable
low-energy energy system. Lebanon depends mainly on importing oil and gas.

The Lebanese are currently making progress in the legislative process, and despite the political turmoil in
Lebanon, they intend to continue exploration activities. Regarding regional cooperation for Lebanon, it
appears that Cyprus could have been an excellent place for a hub for exporting gas to an energy facility;
however, each country has its own priorities and internal needs that precede the choice of exports and
cooperation with third parties that come second. For Palestine, the country has Gaza Marine, which was
discovered in 1999 by British Gas and is expected to play a prominent role in securing energy needs in

Palestine.

Syria is not rich in oil. However, the discoveries in the Eastern Mediterranean were negatively impacted due
to the conflict. Similarly, the conflict in Syria has impacted Lebanon's attempts to discover new oil fields
as waves of migration have invaded Lebanon, which is already known to have very limited resources. By
that, | mean that Lebanon could not designate large amounts of money to explore its maritime territory in
the Eastern Mediterranean. For Turkey, the author mentioned that the country has gone through internal
changes that have enabled it to conduct exploration in the Eastern Mediterranean while ignoring the EU

warnings. Turkey is also known for having very limited resources, and the country is ambitious to find more.

Inthe end, the author has talked about the Union for the Mediterranean and its role in increasing cooperation
between countries north and south of the Mediterranean. However, the author has ignored the fact that
this organization has not played any effective role in easing tensions between Greece and Cyprus on one
side and Turkey on the other. Also, Turkey has signed a maritime deal with Libya that was refused by other

countries like Greece and Cyprus, which indicates that the role of the UFM is limited when it comes to

conflicts over energy.
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The International
Law of Energy

International

The book is composed of 8 chapters with a total of 482 pages (the core is 340 pages), written by Jorge
E. Vifuales. It is part of ‘Cambridge Studies in International and Comparative Law, and was published in
September 2022 by Cambridge University Press.

The author is “the Harold Samuel Chair of Law at Cambridge, the Founding Director of the Cambridge
Centre for Environment, Energy, and Natural Resources Governance, and a Member (Associé) of the Institut
de Droit International. He has published extensively on international law and has wide experience as
a counsel, expert, and adjudicator”.

The book argues that the architecture of energy in the world promotes the universal environmental crisis
andthat changingitrequires massive regulatory change. In reaching this result, it gives an inclusive coverage
of the international rules, processes, and institutions on energy, and extensively analyses the effects of the
current energy transformation on its overall market share and global energy governance. Also, it provides

an up-to-date account of the current developments fueled by energy transformation.
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In Chapter 1:

‘Energy in International Law’ introduces energy as an object governed by law (a resource, a product,

a technology, and an activity), explains the objectives of international energy governance (availability,
security of supply, diversification, efficiency, safety, access, and sustainability), the architecture of global
energy transactions (entitlements over energy, the enabling and protection of the transactions, and the
regulation of their negative externalities), and the significant approaches or patterns applied in their
regulation (‘foundational; ‘ad hoc’ and ‘centralized’). Furthermore, it demonstrates that the principal driver
of internationalizing energy transactions has been the differences between the countries, in which the
energy resources that characterize the ‘mineral fuel’economy are located and consumed in the first place.
That said, from an analytical perspective, the author asserts that these are the elements that describe the

transformation of the objectives of energy governance.

The applications of these concepts and approaches then appear in the remaining chapters.

In Chapter 2:

‘Foundational Approach - International Energy Transactions’ identifies and lays the functions of what the
author believes are the two sets of rules organizing international energy transactions. The first are the rules:
a) conferring entitlements of various entities (e.g. states, international organizations, peoples, other groups,
and individuals) over energy resources that convertinto products; and b) that organize the allocation among
competing uses. The second set of rules are those organizing the necessary transnational movements to
access resources and process them in products, to be consumed in other states. The chapter adds that these

rules and processes also empower and safeguard investment, flows of trade and the transit required by

these transactions.
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In Chapter 3:

‘Foundational Approach - Regulating Negative Externalities, applied in parallel with the ‘foundational’
approach, also identifies and lays the functions of additional set of rules that limit the harmful effects of
the said transactions on humans and the environment (human rights law, international environmental
law, and investment, trade and transit law). Then, it analyzes the advantages and disadvantages of their
inclusion with illustrations. After that, he reaches the opinion that this set of rules have re-explained energy
questions in instruments tackling the limitation of greenhouse gases emissions, reduction of environmental

degradation, and the fulfillment of human rights.

The author then sees that the rules in Chapters 2 and 3 lay the legal background of international

energy transactions.

In Chapter 4:

‘Ad Hoc Approach - Joint Development of Hydrocarbons’gives a brief introduction to the main characteristics
of ad hoc perspectives to governance. The author states that the rule in this ad hoc governance is a certain
deposit of hydrocarbons or the project for the exploitation of part of a hydrocarbon deposit to generate
electricity from a shared watercourse or develop/operate pivotal energy infrastructures, most importantly

pipelines or electricity transmission lines.

In Chapter 5:

‘Ad Hoc Approach - Hydroelectricity, Offshore Wind, Pipelines and Electricity Transmission Lines’ discusses
the four other major applications of the ad hoc approach, that is “the construction and operation of
hydroelectric dams, pipelines, offshore wind energy projects, and electricity transmission lines”. The chapter
adds that the increasing variety of applications of the ad hoc approach, specifically with regards to modern
renewable energies and electrification, could be seen as a manifestation of the current energy transition.
Furthermore, the ad hoc hydroelectricity regimes are also relevant, but given their long history, they cannot
as such be considered manifestations of the energy transformation. These regimes, the book clarifies, have

been increasingly applied, to date, in order to organize: a) the joint development and transportation of

hydrocarbons; b) long-distance electricity transmission lines and offshore windfarms.
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In Chapter 6:

It is on Centralized Approach - Nuclear Energy’ The author uses the term ‘centralized’ to address a high
level of institutionalization and a central ‘steer, not a regime only managed internationally. The chapter
introduces the main characteristics of this approach in broad terms and then turns to its clearest example,
the international law on nuclear energy. The chapter examines the latter in two steps: a) the historical driver
of the ‘dual use’ of nuclear technology for centralization; b) the architecture and content of the centralized

governance of nuclear energy, while paying specific attention to the IAEA’s role.

In Chapter 7:

‘Centralized Approach Producer/Consumer, Promotion and Regional Cooperation Organisations’ (the three
main forms of proto-centralization) show that, in a number of cases, the absolute objective of a regime
has been highly centralized (e.g. the one governing nuclear energy). In other sets of cases, the level of
centralization has been narrower and lower, dedicated to defending specific interests. Examples of these
interests include those of the producers (such as GECF or OPEC), of the consumers (such as “the IEA - of oil
or gas”), that concern the promotion of specific forms of energy (for example, IRENA’s and IEA’s promotion
of renewable energies), or on regional cooperation (whether being highly integrated, as in the European

Union, or loose, as in South-East Asia and South America).
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Then, the author demonstrates that the evidence of this is manifested by the way goals, such as SDG7
“Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all’, are designed, as well as in the
improvement of the roles of centralized and proto-centralized regimes. Examples of the former include the
IAEA, and the EU energy policy beginning with the ‘Third Package, whereas the significant example of the

latter is the improvement of IEA's mandate and IRENA's establishment.

In Chapter 8:

The chapter argues that sector rules concerning the protection of foreign investment, which are neutral, are
widely applied currently by the renewable energy sector, in order to defend its ability to compete against
other processes that generate energy. Furthermore, it points out the fact that “the green industrial policies
enacted to sustain the development of renewable energy sectors have been successfully challenged
before trade panels, whereas fossil fuel subsidies and other production subsidies have so far escaped trade

disciplines”.

In conclusion, the author views that the emerging socio-technical regime seems to be well-positioned in
the third phase, within the 4 general phases of an energy transition “(technological innovation, scaling up of
production, expansion of market share in core markets, propagation and consolidation throughout)”. This is

seconded by organizations, the new objectives, old rules on foreign investment, and - to a lesser degree - trade.

Furthermore, he asserts thatthe legal dimensionis largely unreached, namely the rules granting entitlements
to energy, even in the highly integrated European Union. Most probably, he adds, this is due to sovereignty
issues related to the minerals of the fossil fuel economy, as well as those supporting the technologies

leading the energy transition.

Lastly, the author sees that one of the important front lines in the fight for realizing market share is the
system of trade between the consolidated socio-technical-regime companies. The author believes that
it is a process, through which the shares of various energy technologies, and their transactions, pass by
a substantial, sometimes fundamental, readjustment. Finally, the author predicts that the rules and

technologies of the former socio-technical regime will remain with those of the new regime, and views this

as important, provided that individuals are given time to address the causes of that transition.
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Evaluation

Despite the book’s title, which gives the reader the impression that it belongs to the legal discipline, it is

clear that it follows the interdisciplinary/applied approach, as it focuses on the practical sides of the topic of
‘Energy’ (namely scientific, policy, economic, operational, trade, etc.) much more than the theoretical (legal)
side. This also makes it belong to the realist school of international law, which, contrary to the positivist
school, speaks facts much more than law. In other words, unlike the positivist school, the author gives the
least weight to the identification of all treaty and customary rules, and general principles of law, on‘Energy,
and does not mainly analyze them in light of previous judicial decisions and juristic teachings.

That said, the points of strength of the book are many. First, the book is devoted to Energy, not also to other
aspects, such as environment and investment, and hence, as we shall see in the upcoming points, offers
comprehensive information on the subject. Second, the core of the book is presented in 340 pages, which
makes it relatively concise. Third, the book is recent, published in September 2022. Fourth, the Publisher,
Cambridge University Press, is a leading academic one. Fifth, the book is currently given a full rate of ‘5.0’
on Amazon and ranked 4th on Amazon out of 110 books in the theme ‘Foreign & International Law’. Sixth,
the author, Jorge E. Vifuales, is a world-leading legal expert in the field of Energy, who has co-authored,
for example, International Environmental Law 2nd Edition with Pierre-Marie Dupuy, rated ‘4.9’ on Amazon.

Finally, the book tackles the theoretical and real-world policy dimensions of the international law on energy

and provides a strong basis for research, teaching, and practice.




Q

IAFES

INTERNATIONAL AGENCY
FOR ENERGY SECURITY LLC

A6 UnJl oV Aol dlagIL dnla duialo L Alaoll Lo Winlig Wlwla)l &l

&alyollg Jalnoll
Aol Aol 53lell dnlall &aliollg jalnoll flen

U@L j Sposunlall oo sl & bgoll g e Lay] Eg o Pl Soy
A5l g le Gladig vluula) JU o

8Ll Jol dtJgall AL Ag Il Wl uiwgo $aal
A Subsidiary of the “International Agency for Energy Security”

|AFES



-

u ...'\'_lm"\;\h @
. AR o = 27 e
; ﬂﬂ”ﬂ}ml 1 \wﬁﬁ{&“\ W“

{ 5 I AN i X - ..

Liszo.Jialg
E ; I.:E 5115 Lankershim Blvd, North Hollywood, CA 91601
- 18-17 LiS0 UolWl jgal b unll Ut waidoll sl piodl e €)Ub .25 e

(+2) 0233350115 - (+2) 0233350114
E info@sbhcenter.com

www.sbhcenter.com LI NI &59.0Jl
www.sbhcenter.com z




